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The King’s Society aims to provide opportunities for the enhancement and
enrichment of the King’s community. We hope to enable members of the
Society to enjoy social events together and appreciate the educational and
cultural facilities that the School, the Cathedral and Precincts have to offer.
The Society has over 270 members. We are a non-profit making organisation
existing solely for the benefit of our members. There is also a branch of The
King’s Society in Hong Kong.
We organise a variety of events in Canterbury, London and further afield. In
conjunction with the Visitors’ Department of Canterbury Cathedral, many
tours have been arranged within the Precincts. We have frequent theatre
trips, visits to art galleries and guided walking tours in London. We enjoy
our garden visits, with recent venues including Highgrove, Kew Gardens,
Chartwell and the Chelsea Physic Garden amongst others. We hold regular
lectures, craft and culinary workshops, wine tastings and dining evenings.
We have enjoyed guided weekends away in Seville, Florence, Paris and
Berlin, and we recently visited Bayeux and the D-Day Landing beaches in
Normandy.
In liaison with the PSHE Department we host talks, open to all King’s parents,
on matters relating to teenage issues.
Mrs Ali Huntrods, a former parent of two daughters at King’s, runs the Society
together with a committee made up of current parents, OKS and members
of staff. We try to cater for a wide range of tastes and interests on all social,
cultural and educational fronts and can assure you of a very warm welcome.
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Weekend in the Languedoc

Friday 27th – Monday 30th April

Members of The King’s Society will have a chance to enjoy some Mediterranean spring
sunshine on a three-night getaway to the Languedoc region of the South of France with Dr
Andrew Thomson as our guide. Andrew will show us the sights, scenery and history of this
attractive part of France. Flying to Montpellier, we will stay in the coastal town of Sète, just
400 yards from the Mediterranean. We will visit Aigues-Mortes and the Camargue region
(with its flamingos), the Hérault valley, the village of St Guilhem-le-Désert in the mountains
and Montpellier itself.
If you are interested in joining us and/or would like more details of this weekend please
contact Ali. Maximum number of places 15. Website booking not available.

Visit to see The Moderate Soprano by David Hare
Thursday 3rd May 7.30pm

Duke of York’s Theatre, London WC2N
David Hare’s new play, first performed at Hampstead Theatre in 2015, is the story of an
intense love affair and the unrelenting search for artistic excellence in the face of searing
scrutiny, sacrifice and the impending Second World War. The two great passions of
Glyndebourne founder John Christie were opera and a beautiful young soprano Audrey
Mildmay. Together with his formidable drive they fuelled what many first saw as a
monumental folly in the South Downs. Glyndebourne was triumphantly born amidst stiff
manhattans, rolling lawns and the sound of sheep from across the ha ha. This production
stars three time Olivier Award winner Roger Allam together with Nancy Carroll.
Price per ticket £45. Number of places 15. Website booking available.

Visit to Pashley Manor

Thursday 10th May 10am

Pashley Manor Gardens, Ticehurst, East Sussex TN5 7HE
Do join us for a visit to Pashley Manor on the Kent and East Sussex border. Pashley is
a fine example of Romantic English landscaping and artistic planting formed by trees,
sculpture fountains and ponds. Mr and Mrs James Sellick, the current owners of this
Grade 1 Tudor/Georgian manor house opened their gardens to the public in 1992 having
brought them to their present splendour with the assistance of the eminent landscape
architect the late Anthony du Gard Pasley.
Our guided garden tour of Pashley will take us around herbaceous borders, elegant rose
and historic walled gardens, productive kitchen gardens and woodland paths. We will
meet for coffee at 10am before our guided tour and then have lunch in the Garden Café
on the terrace.
Cost per person £20 (not including lunch). Number of places 25. Website booking available.

Guided tour of Marylebone and the Wallace Collection with Art
History UK
Wednesday 16th May 11am

The Conran Café, 55 Marylebone High Street W1U 5HS
Boasting an amalgam of Georgian, Victorian and Art Deco architectural styles, attractive
green spaces, and a history abundant with French and Royal connections, Marylebone is
a wonderfully majestic pocket of Central London. We will start our tour with coffee at one
of the many neighbourhood cafes, before making our way through Marylebone hearing
about a wonderfully diverse cast of characters and celebrities, peeking into gorgeous
churches and stepping back in time in the wonderfully historic shops.
We will end the walking tour at the Wallace Collection, one of London’s most characterful
museums. This 18th century townhouse has a shimmering collection of Rococo froth,
French objets d’art and stunning paintings by Titian, Rubens, Rembrandt, Velazquez,
Fragonard, Boucher and Watteau. Our tour will journey in time from the rigorous etiquette
of Louis XIV’s court to the decadently saucy scenes of Madame de Pompadour’s France and
the tragic execution of Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI and discuss the history of the house,
the development of the collection, the Hertford family and, of course, Richard Wallace.
Price per person £28. Number of places 15. Website booking available.

Summer stroll along the Weardale Way
Wednesday 23rd May 10.30am

Ide Hill, Sevenoaks TN14 6BA
This stunning five-mile circular walk links the two National Trust properties of Emmetts
Garden and Chartwell. The walk passes through the woodland areas of Toys Hill and
Horsey Common as well as the pretty hamlet of French Street. We will meet for coffee in
the Old Stables café at Emmetts Garden and then set off along the Weardale Way stopping
for lunch en route.
Emmetts Garden is an Edwardian estate that was owned by Frederick Lubbock becoming
both a plantsman’s passion and a much-loved family home. The garden was laid out in
the late 19th century influenced by William Robinson and contains exotic and rare trees
and shrubs from across the world. Standing on one of the highest spots in Kent it has
panoramic views across the unspoilt Weald.
This is a free event. Number of places 15. Website booking available.

Guided tour, wine tasting and picnic at Simpsons Wine Estate
Thursday 7th June 11.45am

Simpsons Wine Estate, Barham CT4 6PB
On arrival at Simpsons Wine Estate we will be greeted with coffee before our walk to the
‘Roman Road Vineyard’. The guided tour will take us through the vines to appreciate the
vine cycle including the harvest itself and a very exclusive tasting of Simpsons first wine
‘The Roman Road Chardonnay’. Returning to the winery, the winemaking process from the
comfortable vantage point of The Glasshouse Tasting Room will be explained to us.
A picnic lunch showcasing local producers will be served alongside selected wines from
the Simpsons sister property, Domaine de Sainte Rose in the Languedoc. Apparently, no
visit to the Simpsons Wine Estate is complete without a trip down their ‘fruit shute’ helter
skelter…!
Price per person £55 (which will include a glass of sparkling wine and a goody bag). Number
of places 35. Website booking available.

Coffee morning for Junior King’s parents
Tuesday 12th June 10am

Chums Social Centre [under the Shirley Hall]
The King’s Society warmly invites Junior King’s parents of pupils from Year 3 upwards to an
informal coffee morning.
Following coffee and pastries, we will have a guided tour of the School with Mr Peter
Henderson, the School’s Archivist and Mrs Ali Huntrods who manages the King’s Society.
Peter will point out some of the important historical aspects of the School particularly
focusing on 1918 and the effects of the First World War on the School and its pupils. Ali will
chat about the exciting new projects that are underway within the Precincts. Our guided
walk will handily finish by the Dolphin Pub for those who would like to have lunch there.
We hope this will prove to be a relaxed and informative opportunity to visit King’s.
Please sign up via the invitation on Classlist or by emailing juliasnook@gmail.com. This is a
free event. Number of places 50. Website booking not available.

Guided tour of Maritime Greenwich with Blue Badge guide
Viv Haxby
Monday 18th June 11.45am

Westminster Pier, Embankment SW1A
Join Blue Badge Guide, Viv Haxby, for a tour of the spectacular World Heritage Site of
Maritime Greenwich. We will travel together by Thames Clipper, and after alighting at
Greenwich Pier, Viv will take us on a walk around the area which is steeped in history,
telling us stories of the Tudor palace, the Cutty Sark, the Old Royal Naval College and the
Royal Observatory. She will take us into the Chapel and tell us about Thornhill’s spectacular
wall paintings in the Painted Hall which are undergoing a two-year restoration programme.
She will give us a highlights tour of the paintings in the beautiful Queen’s House. After a
stop for refreshments at the National Maritime Museum, we will continue on to the lovely
church of St Alfege, and finally visit Greenwich Market.
The tour will finish at approximately 4pm following which people can make their own way
home either via Thames Clipper or by DLR.
Price per person £15. Number of places available 25. Website booking available.

Visit to Chilham Castle

Wednesday 20th June 1.30pm

Chilham Castle, Chilham CT4 8DB
Chilham Castle is the private home lived in by the Wheeler family. A private tour of the
house has been arranged with our guide Mr Michael Peters during which the four centuries
of continuity and change will be explained to us from the medieval origins through its
Jacobean and Victorian additions. Following our tour there will be an opportunity to
appreciate the stunning gardens which include a 17th century avenue of sweet chestnuts,
19th century topiary and 3 acre made-made lake. The gardens were originally laid out
by John Tradescant the elder and redesigned twice in the 18th century under Capability
Brown’s instruction. As Somerset de Chair one of Chilham Castle’s former owners said “You
will travel the length and breadth of England before you stumble, on a summer’s day, upon
a more representative example of an English village”.
As our tour is due to start at 1.30pm it has been suggested that we have lunch at the
Woolpack Inn in Chilham from midday onwards.
Price per person £12. All proceeds will go towards the three churches in the parish, namely
Chilham, Badlesmere and Leaveland. Number of places available 30. Website booking
available.

Advance notice of an event in the Autumn Term
Weekend in Vienna

Friday 5th October – Monday 8th October

Members of the King’s Society will have a chance to sample the delights of Vienna in the
early Autumn – with Dr Andrew Thomson as our guide. Andrew will show us the sights,
tell us just enough of the history, and fill us in on the many rich possibilities for museums,
galleries and other sights during our free time. Our visit will include two city tours (one on
foot and one in a private minibus), the stunning State Hall of the Austrian National Library,
the Schönbrunn Palace (the Vienna ‘Versailles’, with its poignant displays of the lives of
19th century Emperor Franz Joseph and his wife Elizabeth), and the Kunsthistorisches art
gallery (with its famous Bruegel masterpieces).
If you are interested in joining us and/or would like more details of this weekend please
contact Ali. Maximum number of places 15. Website booking not available.

King’s Society events are open to all King’s Society members. The majority of
events can be booked using the School’s online booking facility at www.kingsschool.co.uk, which is the easiest and most efficient way of booking tickets.
If you are paying by cheque, it should be made payable to The King’s Society
and sent to Ali at The King’s School, Canterbury, CT1 2ES.
Please note, payment is required prior to an event, as places cannot be
guaranteed until payment has been received. If an event is full, it is always
worth your name being put on a waiting list as spaces do often occur at the
last minute. If you need to cancel, Ali will endeavour to refund you if your
ticket can be resold but not if cancellation is within 48 hours of the scheduled
event.
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