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The King’s Society
The King’s Society is a friendly non-profit making organisation for parents 
and former parents of pupils at The King’s School, Canterbury. Our aim is to 
offer members opportunities to enjoy cultural and social events together. 
There is also a branch of the King’s Society in Hong Kong.

We organise a variety of events each term and try to ensure we have a 
balanced programme to suit all tastes. Events are held either in or around 
Canterbury, or in London where we enjoy our guided walking tours and 
visits to current exhibitions. Outings further afield include garden visits, with 
recent excursions to Highgrove, Kew Gardens, Chelsea Physic Garden and 
Sheffield Park. We hold craft and culinary workshops and always include a 
termly seasonal walk followed by a well-deserved pub lunch. We also run 
an annual guided weekend abroad involving destinations such as Seville, 
Florence, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Bayeux and the D-Day Landing beaches in 
Normandy.

The King’s Society is run by Mrs Ali Huntrods, a former parent of two 
daughters at King’s, together with a committee made up of current parents, 
OKS and members of the Common Room chaired by Mrs Liz Worthington, 
our Senior Deputy Head. We can assure you of a very warm welcome from 
us all. 
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Reception for New Parents
Tuesday 3rd September 5pm
Lattergate Garden (Chums Social Centre if it is wet)
We are delighted to host a reception for new parents to the School on the first day of term. 
Following the Headmaster’s welcome in the Shirley Hall, parents will be invited to join the 
Headmaster and members of the King’s Society Committee for champagne and canapés in 
the Lattergate Garden.

This event is free. Website booking not required. 

Drinks Reception for our King’s Community in Hong Kong
Friday 20th September 6-8pm 
The Hong Kong Club, Central, Hong Kong  
All current King’s Senior and Junior School parents living in Hong Kong are very warmly 
invited to this drinks party hosted by Mr James Outram, the School’s Registrar, Mr Will 
Bersey, Director of Music, and Mrs Judith Bristow, Deputy Head and Registrar of the Junior 
School. Invitations have been emailed. 

Website booking is not available but please do contact Ali if you have not received your 
invitation or if you would like to join us. This event is free.

Tea for new Shell Parents
Friday 27th September 2.30-3.30pm
The King’s Society is delighted to invite Shell parents for tea prior to collecting pupils for 
their exeat weekend at 4pm. Tea and cakes will be served in Chums, the Pupils’ Social 
Centre below the Shirley Hall and members of the King’s Society Committee will be present 
to introduce themselves and answer any questions parents might have about the King’s 
Society. We hope you will take this opportunity to meet other parents.

This event is free. Do contact Ali if you would like to attend. Website booking not available.

An Autumnal Amble along the Greensand Way
Thursday 3rd October 10.30am
Chaser Inn, Shipbourne, Tonbridge TN11  9PE  
Do join us for our annual autumnal amble planned this year to take in rolling open fields, 
majestic trees, historic houses and the picturesque village of Plaxtol. This is one of the 
most scenic areas in Kent making this peaceful Greensand Way a complete delight. Our 
walk will take us past the National Trust’s treasure Ightham Mote and Fairlawne, another 
of Kent’s great historic homes.

We shall meet for coffee at the Chaser Inn in Shipbourne and return there after our five 
mile walk to enjoy a pub lunch together. Your dogs would be most welcome to join us!

Places available 20.  This event is free. Website booking available.



Weekend in Prague
Thursday 10th - Sunday 13th October 
A chance to sample the delights of Prague in the early autumn with Dr Andrew Thomson 
as our guide. Andrew will show us the main sights, tell us just enough of the history, and fill 
us in on the many rich possibilities for museums, galleries and other sights during our free 
time. The weekend will include three city tours.

We will be staying at the centrally located art deco Hotel Clemente. Our itinerary will 
include a visit to the Czech National Memorial, the site of the mausoleum of 1950s leader 
Klement Gottwald. On a guided city tour to Wenceslas Square we will hear the story of 
the 1968 Soviet invasion and, twenty-one years later, the November 1989 uprising which 
brought down the government in 10 days. We will also see the Vltava River and take in the 
Clementinum complex, a site founded by the Jesuits, who transferred here the library of 
Charles University (a very old institution, founded in 1348). Over the weekend we will also 
visit Prague Castle and Cathedral. In addition, Andrew has also built in some free time for 
our own excursions, shopping or just enjoying all that Prague has to offer. 

The cost per person for this weekend is £245 which includes minibus trips, transport and 
entrance to museums, etc., Andrew’s guiding costs and all other administration costs. 

Number of places 15. Website booking not available. If you are interested in joining us or 
would like further information about this weekend, please contact Ali.

The King’s Talk – an evening with Andrew Harding OKS (GR 1985)
Tuesday 15th October 7.30pm 
Owen Moelwyn-Hughes, Head of Politics, has kindly invited King’s Society members to 
this King’s Talk given by Andrew Harding, OKS and renowned BBC journalist and author. 
Andrew has worked for the BBC since 1994, winning numerous awards for his journalism. 
He has been a foreign correspondent for the past 25 years, starting in Moscow. He has since 
lived in Tbilisi, Nairobi, Singapore, Bangkok and, for the last seven years, in Johannesburg. 
Andrew has covered many international events for the BBC from the end of the Soviet Era 
to Africa’s Ebola outbreak and much of his work has been in conflict zones. Andrew was 
in Mogadishu, Somalia during the height of the battle against  the Islamic militants of al-
Shabaab and during the famine of 2011. 

Andrew’s lecture will be followed by a Q&A chaired by Owen enabling pupils and guests 
to ask questions which may include a wider discussion on current South African politics. 
Copies of Andrew’s new book These are not Gentle People, the true story of a case that 
broke a South African town (due to be published in September) will be available to buy at 
the publisher’s cost price.

Further detail of venue and timing will be available nearer the date of this talk.

Places available 20. This event is free. Website booking available. 



Guided tour of The Charterhouse
Thursday 7th November 2pm
The Charterhouse, Charterhouse Square, London EC1M 6AN
“The Charterhouse has been living the Nation’s history since 1348”

The Charterhouse is a former Carthusian monastery located between Barbican and 
Smithfield Market to the north of what is now Charterhouse Square. Since the dissolution 
of the monasteries in the 16th century, the site has served as a private mansion, a boys’ 
school and an almshouse which it remains today. Residents of the almshouse are known 
as ‘Brothers’ acknowledging the Charterhouse’s monastic history.

We have organised a tour of The Charterhouse led by one of the resident forty Brothers. 
We will be given an insight into the lifestyle of the Brothers over the centuries through the 
eyes of this individual Brother. We can enjoy an in-depth look at the long history of this site 
giving us a unique opportunity to learn about the nuances of this fascinating historical gem 
hidden in the heart of London. 

Number of places available 25. Cost per person £20. Website booking available.

Tour of Guildhall with Blue Badge Guide Viv Haxby
Tuesday 12th November 1.45pm
Guildhall, Basinghall Street, London EC2V 7HH
Join Blue Badge Guide Viv Haxby for a guided tour around Guildhall in the City of London. 
Very much the beating heart of the City, this area is steeped in history. Viv will tell the stories 
behind the churches and the civic buildings that stand here. We will see the magnificent 
Guildhall* itself – which is built on top of the Roman forum, the oldest secular building in 
London. We will have a highlights tour of the Collection at the Guildhall Art Gallery, hear 
why there is a piece of London’s history in Missouri.... and visit the fabulous model of the 
City in the City Centre Exhibition.

(* We will do our best to get access to Guildhall but this cannot be guaranteed as it is 
subject to closure at short notice).

Number of places available 20. Cost per person £12.50. Website booking available.



Tour of The Freemasons’ Hall and Lunch
Friday 15th November 11am
The Freemasons’ Hall, 60 Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5AZ
Members of the Cantuarian (OKS Masonic) Lodge have kindly invited King’s Society 
members to a private tour of The Freemasons’ Hall in Great Queen Street, Holborn followed 
by lunch in The Freemasons’ Arms. The Freemasons’ Hall is the Headquarters of the United 
Grand Lodge of England and the Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of England 
as well as being a meeting place for many Masonic Lodges including the Cantuarian Lodge. 
This is the lodge of The King’s School, Canterbury which was founded at the Freemasons’ 
Hall in 1938 by the then Pro Grand Master, the Earl of Harewood.

The Freemasons’ Hall is fine example of classic Art Deco style, built between 1927 and 1933 
and designed by the architects Henry Victor Ashley and F. Winton Newman as a memorial 
to the 3,225 Freemasons who died on active service in World War I. It was originally known 
as The Masonic Peace Memorial but its name was changed at the outbreak of World War II. 
Our tour will include a visit to the Grand Temple and ceremonial areas as well as the Library 
and Museum and a history of Freemasonry. The tour will last approximately 1½ hours. 
After the tour, lunch (two courses and drinks) has been booked at the nearby Freemasons’ 
Arms in Long Acre (a 3-4 minutes walk). 

Number of places available 20. Price per person either for the tour and lunch £35, or 
the tour only £10 (both include a small donation to the Masonic Charitable Foundation). 
Website booking available. 

Tutankhamun: Treasures of the Golden Pharaoh exhibition with 
Artscapes UK
Wednesday 20th November 11am
The Saatchi Gallery, Duke of York’s HQ, London SW3 4RY
The legend of Tutankhamun captured imaginations globally in 1922 when his tomb was 
unearthed by Howard Carter during an excavation financed by Lord Carnarvon. This 
fascination continues today. Howard Carter had made it his life’s quest to find the tomb 
of the young King Tutankhamun. When discovered, 3,000 years after his death, it was a 
bounty of riches, the likes of which had never been seen before. This exhibition unveils 
150 original objects from the tomb with 60 of these pieces travelling out of Egypt for the 
first and very last time before they are permanently installed within the Egyptian Grand 
Museum which is currently under construction in Cairo.

Please join Artscapes UK guide Lawrence for coffee during which he gives us a background 
introduction to the history surrounding this stunning archaeological find. Lawrence is 
an archaeologist and physical anthropologist who has spent the last twenty five years 
excavating and writing about his discoveries and has a strong background in the ancient 
arts of Africa including Egypt. We are thrilled to have been given special permission from 
the Saatchi Gallery for Lawrence to guide us through this exhibition.

Number of places available 15. Cost per person £55 including coffee and a ticket to the 
exhibition. Website booking available.



King’s Society AGM
Monday 25th November 7.30pm
Gateway Chamber, St Augustine’s
Please do let Ali know if you would like to attend.



King’s Society events are open to all members. Most events can be 
booked using the school’s online facility at www.kings-school.co.uk/
boxoffice which is the easiest and most efficient way of booking tickets. 
If you are paying by cheque, it should be made payable to The King’s 
Society and sent to Mrs Ali Huntrods at The King’s School, Canterbury, 
CT1 2ES. Please note, payment is required prior to an event, as places 
cannot be guaranteed until payment has been received. If an event is 
full, it is always worth your name being put on the waiting list as spaces 
do often occur at the last minute. 

Committee Members
Chairman  Mrs Liz Worthington
Manager:  Mrs Ali Huntrods
Treasurer: Mr Andrew Bruce

Parents:  Mrs Caroline Bagshawe, Mrs Claire Burns,     
 Mrs Eloise Coulson, Mrs Sharon Grosse, Mrs Verity Rowe,
 Mrs Alison Streeter, Mrs Jane Samoilys, 
 Mrs Emma Williams

Staff:  Mrs Lisa Cousins

Hong Kong Committee Members
Parents:  Mrs Monique Leung
OKS:  Mrs Nicole Briggs, Miss Chloe Mitchell

For all King’s Society enquiries regarding 
membership and events

Please contact The King’s Society Manager Mrs Ali Huntrods
Tel: 01227-595774
Email: ah@kings-school.co.uk
Mobile: 07825 016282

Please see the Protection of Personal Data section of The School website for our 
Privacy Policy


