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1. Introduction 
The King’s School, Canterbury recognises that pupils who speak English as an additional 
language (EAL) represent a diverse group with a wide range of linguistic backgrounds, 
educational experiences and levels of proficiency in English. For the purposes of this policy, EAL 
refers to pupils who have been exposed to a language other than English in the home 
environment, regardless of their current level of fluency. 

The school acknowledges that conversational fluency in English does not necessarily equate to 
full academic proficiency, and that pupils may require support with the linguistic demands of 
the curriculum even when they appear confident in spoken English. 

Provision for EAL pupils reflects the differing contexts of the Senior School and the International 
College (IC), while maintaining a shared commitment to inclusion, access and academic 
success. 

2. Aims 
The aims of this policy are: 

• To ensure that all pupils with EAL have equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum 

• To support the development of academic language alongside subject knowledge 

• To identify and respond to language-related barriers to learning at the earliest 
opportunity 

• To promote high expectations and achievement for all EAL learners 

• To value and support pupils’ linguistic and cultural backgrounds 

• To ensure that all teachers contribute to the development of pupils’ language skills 

3. Context 

3.1 Senior School (Years 9–13) 

The Senior School comprises a mixed cohort, including a significant proportion of pupils who 
speak English as an additional language. The primary model of provision is immersion within the 
mainstream curriculum, supported by targeted EAL provision where appropriate. Most pupils 
are sufficiently proficient in English to access lessons with appropriate classroom support, 
while some receive additional specialist teaching. 

3.2 The International College (IC) (Years 9–11) 

The International College provides for pupils for whom English is an additional language, many 
of whom are at an earlier stage of English language development. The curriculum in the IC is 
delivered through a Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach, in which 
language and subject content are taught in an integrated and mutually supportive way. 
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4. Teaching and Learning in the Senior School 
In the Senior School, teaching is underpinned by Quality First Teaching, in which all teachers are 
responsible for supporting the language development of pupils with EAL. Lessons are planned 
to ensure accessibility through clear modelling of tasks, explicit teaching of key subject 
vocabulary and the careful scaffolding of learning to support both understanding and 
independence. Teachers present information in a variety of forms, including visual, oral and 
written modes, and structure learning in manageable stages in order to reduce cognitive load 
and support comprehension. Opportunities for discussion and collaborative work are built into 
lessons to facilitate language development, and pupils are given appropriate time to process 
and respond to new information. Written work is supported through the use of model answers 
and structured frameworks where appropriate, and feedback addresses both subject 
knowledge and the accurate and effective use of academic language. 

5. Teaching and Learning in the International College (IC) 
The International College delivers its curriculum through a Content and Language Integrated 
Learning (CLIL) approach. CLIL is a dual-focused educational model in which an additional 
language is used for the teaching and learning of both subject content and language, with both 
elements explicitly developed within each lesson. 

In the IC, lessons are planned to include both content objectives and language objectives, and 
teachers use a range of structured approaches to support language development alongside 
conceptual understanding. These include the use of visual supports, graphic organisers, 
structured speaking and writing frames, and carefully sequenced tasks designed to build both 
subject knowledge and linguistic competence. Opportunities are provided for pupils to 
encounter and practise academic language in meaningful contexts, and classroom interaction 
plays a central role in supporting language acquisition. 

6. The Role of First Language 
The school recognises the importance of pupils’ first language (L1) in supporting cognitive 
development, conceptual understanding and the acquisition of additional languages. 
Maintaining and developing proficiency in a pupil’s first language can contribute positively to 
their overall academic progress and sense of identity. 

6.1 In the International College (IC) 

Within the IC, pupils are actively encouraged to draw on their first language as part of the 
learning process. This may include the use of translation, discussion with peers who share a 
common language, and the development of understanding through L1 before applying 
knowledge in English. The use of L1 is recognised as a valuable tool for deepening 
comprehension and supporting progress in both language and subject content. 

6.2 In the Senior School 

In the Senior School, pupils’ first languages are supported where appropriate, particularly in 
relation to understanding complex concepts and developing subject-specific vocabulary. Pupils 
may be encouraged to use bilingual resources and to draw on their L1 as a strategy for learning, 
and opportunities are provided for pupils to maintain and develop their first language through 
formal qualifications where possible. 
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7. EAL Provision and Support 

7.1 Senior School 

EAL provision in the Senior School is informed by information from previous schools, baseline 
assessments, examination data and referrals from teaching staff. Pupils identified as requiring 
additional support may receive paid-for timetabled group or 1:1 EAL lessons, typically in place 
of a modern foreign language, with a focus on developing skills in reading, writing, speaking and 
listening, as well as vocabulary and grammar. 

Support continues as appropriate through Years 9 to 11, with increasing emphasis on preparing 
pupils for English Language examinations. At Sixth Form level, pupils are expected to have a 
level of English sufficient to access their courses, although limited additional support may be 
provided where necessary, including preparation for external qualifications such as IELTS, or 
support with academic writing. 

7.2 International College (IC) 

Within the IC, language development is embedded within the curriculum through the CLIL 
approach. Additional support for learning (SfL) may be provided where required, and provision is 
responsive to pupils’ developing levels of English and academic needs. 

8. Assessment and Identification 
Both the Senior School and the IC use a range of information to identify and monitor pupils with 
EAL, including baseline assessments, prior attainment data, and ongoing assessment within 
subjects. Early identification of potential barriers to learning is prioritised, and appropriate 
support is put in place through a graduated response. 

Both the Senior School and the IC recognise the importance of distinguishing between language 
acquisition needs and special educational needs, and ensuring pupils are assessed 
appropriately so that support is accurately targeted. 

9. Staff Responsibilities and Training 
All teaching staff are responsible for supporting pupils with EAL through inclusive classroom 
practice and appropriate differentiation. Staff are expected to be aware of the language 
demands of their subjects and to support pupils in accessing these effectively. 

In the International College, staff receive training in CLIL pedagogy and are supported in 
developing their practice through collaboration, shared planning and ongoing professional 
development. 

10. Equality, Diversity and Multilingualism 
The school is committed to promoting equality of opportunity for all pupils, in line with the 
Equality Act 2010. Pupils with EAL are recognised as a diverse group, and the school seeks to 
remove barriers to learning and participation by providing appropriate support and valuing 
linguistic and cultural diversity. 
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The school actively promotes multilingualism and provides opportunities for pupils to celebrate 
and develop their linguistic skills, including through cultural events and the study of additional 
languages. 

11. Monitoring and Review 
This policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure that it reflects current practice and continues to 
meet the needs of pupils across both the Senior School and the International College. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


